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What Am | Willing to Do?
In the adult Bible class, | asked what they thoughthad accomplished this
year. Their answers included:
Vacation Bible School
Support for Orphans Lifeline of Hope
Support for a missionary couple in Italy
Work done by the Building and Grounds Committee
| then asked what they would like to see us accismplTheir answers:
Vacation Bible School
Expand support in the areas of benevolence andyeliam
Continue the efforts of the Building and Groundsr@attee
Periodic area-wide singing fellowship
Plan monthly fellowships for the church family
Plan monthly youth fellowships
Youth project to help members who cannot help tledwies with manual
labor issues around their house (i.e., yardworiqtipa, etc.)
Periodic youth directed worship service

These are eigfBREAT ideas and it would be wonderful if we did themut B
what is interesting is that the majority of us e tadult Bible class are empty-nesters.
Yet, five of the eight ideas... are for the youth!

It is a worthwhile question to ask ourselves thhat is it that | am really
interested in? In what activity, project, effostork, mission, etc., am | willing to in-
vest significant time and energy?” In other worifghat am | willing to do?”

When Jesus gave the “Great Commission” in Matthe8vl2 he said,
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Fa-
ther and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit...” When He gave that directive, He was
talking to eleven men. Can you imagine their iea® Can you imagine the discus-
sion they had once Jesus left?

“Well... He didn't mean we had to literally go in®®LL the nations. That's
just figurative. After all... we are only eleven péal He only meant that we should
make some effort. Or better yet... that we shouldvowe someone else to make
some kind of effort.”

I have little doubt that at least some of thesgezianen (if not all) saw the task
that Jesus gave them as insurmountable... unattainalinpossible. | believe that
because | believe that would be our reaction hadslgiven that directive to us. But
wait a minute! JesuBID give us that directive! As Paul said (2 Cor 4w¢, are the
earthenCONTAINERS which hold the treasure of Gospel! We have thepgéband
we have the responsibility 8HARING it with the rest of the world. “Go ye” means
“‘Go me.”

The companion question to “What would you like & she church do in
2011” is this... “What would yolPERSONALLY like to accomplish in 2011?” That
is a particularly important question because oftefationship to this question, “Who
among us will stand up and be counted among thésehave a strong desire to ac-
complish something for God?”




Family News
I’'m glad you're here this morning! | pray that ybad a holiday to remember and that you
more than the lump of coal th&tteve got!
Thank you so much for your gift. It is a specidt gvith special meaning for Susan and
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because we know it wasn’'t anything you had to Wde appreciate that quality in you... that is fhat

you do good things not because you have to. Yewagreat example of a generous people whg
about others.

Jim & Carolyn will be going to Alabama pretty soon nowale & Cindy have gone t
California. Clyde & Gayle went to Wisconsin. | am sure others are travedingvell.

Sheila was in Texas last weekend running in marathons lier goal to run a marathon in
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50 states. | believe she has runin 9 or 10 soA#s0,Kevin has a new job in Elkhart. That's a Igng

commute. Pray for his safety.
It was great to sekeeo, Barb andElaine last Sunday. They are unable to be here as &
they'd like due to their health. But it's always mspiration to see them because it is such ants
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for them. Many of us, and especially me, don'tré@e anything to be here on Sunday morning.

But for these loved ones, it is a major deal torowme the obstacles.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

We will not meet for Bible study this evening.

ATTENTION MEN: A men’s class will start Saturday, Februaryrbnf 8:00am to 9:30am in the Fellowship

Hall. We will use a book titled “Being God’s Manin Leading a Family.” The book has only 8 chaptars
the class will run 8 weeks from February 5 throtdddrch 26. Please let Charlie know if you will aitieso
that everyone has a book. The cost of the bo&B.50.
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