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How to pray effectively
by Rick Warren

Please remember what you told your servant Moses:
"If you sin, | will scatter you among the nations."
Nehemiah 1:8 (NLT)

Here are four secrets to answered prayer fromfthefiNehemiah:

1. Base your request on God's charactePray like youknow
God will answer you: "I'm expecting you to answarstpraye
because of who you are. You are a faithful God. &imua great Go

You are a loving God. You are a wonderful God. ¥an handle this

problem, God!"
2. Confess the sins of which you're awaréfter Nehemial
bases his prayer on who God is, he confesses s Bie says

"We've sinned." He says "l confess . . . myselfmy father's housq .

. we have acted wickedly . . . we have not obeyédwasn'y
Nehemiah's fault that Israel went into captivite Wasn't even bo
when it happened and he was most likely born iricip Yet, he's

including himself in the national sins. He saysy€'lbeen a part ¢f

the problem.”

3. Claim the promises of GodNehemiah prays to the Lord,

saying, "I want you to remember what you told yservant Moses
Can you imagine saying "remember” to God? Nehemghindg
God of a promise he made to the nation of Israeéflect, he prays
"God, you warned through Moses that if we were tinfial, we
would lose the land of Israel. But you also promiseat if we re
pent, you'd give it back to us."

Does God have to be reminded? No. Does he forgat the's
promised? No. Then why do we do this? Because lpshes
remember what God has promised.

4. Be very specific in what you ask forf you want specifi¢
answers to prayer, then make specific requests/olir prayers
consist of general requests, how will you knovhdyt're answered?|
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« Members with Health Issues Leo Conkin, Warren James, Virginia Kowalski, Vaness a Matthews,
Jim Smith, Lee Wallis, Juanita Weatherford

« The Military  Nick Hastings, lan Matthews

e Our Church_The Buildings & Grounds Committee, our Elders & Dea  cons, our members

Announcements
VBS
July 25-29 6-S PM

Next Sunday, July 25th
Youth to assist worship at Berrien General

Congregational Pot Luck
VBS at 6 PM

During VBS, the youth will be collecting items for the
Shults-Lewis Children’s Home:
Any food item is accepted, suggestions are:
Cereal, Microwave Popcorn, Pop-tarts, Granola Bars, Freezer Pops
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