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Consider Others Better Than Yourselves

Philippians 2:1-4

I’'m sure you have heard the old adage, “Neverahlbut religion or politics in a
social gathering.” Unless you're in the mood fdiight, those words are good advice.
Those two topics are fraught with deep-seeded emati all of us. We have strong
feelings when it comes to how we live and what whelve. Views that oppose ours
imply that we are the ones that must change. Amgeichange what we believe, that
implies that we must have been wrong. And nobodgte/to be wrong. And even if we
don't feel that it is a matter of right and wrongmay be that we view the opposing
opinion as infringing on our “rights.”

That brings me to the crux of the problem. In ¢mel, no matter the reason for
the disagreement, at the heart of it is the faat ifhl give in to another’s opinion, then |
don’t get what | want.

| constantly struggle with this conflict. It's naatural to put other people first;
to “consider others better than ourselves.” Atubey least, aren’t we equals? Does one
person have to be “better” than another? No, ésdd have to be that way. Jesus asks
us toCHOOSE to be that way; t€ONSIDER others as better than ourselves; to treat
them as being better. That means there are tirhes Wwmust acquiesce to the desires
and opinions of others.

If we been encouraged from being united in Chifstye have receivedANY
comfort from the love of God, if we haveNY fellowship with God’s Spirit, then we
should feel compelled to consider the interestetbérs. God certainly considered our
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9:00 AM interest and well-being when He decided that hetedhto redeem us, to reconcile us to
! Himself. If we haveANY appreciation for what God has done for us, we shaant to
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6-00 please Him by havmg the 'same'l(')ve and belng oBpiitt and purpose.
Our country is terribly divided over opinions abdww things should be done.
We're divided over opinions about what the consittu does or does not allow for. If
Elders you listen to broadcasts by people on the rigtiherleft, you can't tell any difference in

Leo Conkin 925-7688 the heat of their voice as they ridicule and huatélitheir opposition. | hear people on
Clyde Daniel ~ 428-2322 the right talk about the fact that this country vi@snded on Christian principles. Then

Charlie McGee 861-5811 immediately turn around and with hate in their woi@mbast those on the left.
Steve Parsons 465-7901 Likewise, | hear people on the left talk about haw must be tolerant and
inclusive then immediately explain in extremely imik and hateful words how they
Deacons can't stand_ those_ on the right and inten_tionallgimte th_em. _
Dare Him-4735 Neither side seems interested in the well-beinthefother. Both make it clear

Eric Ramso 465-5965 that they hate _the other. And both_seem to V\_/aneaping the divisiqn alive. It almost
seems that unity can only happen if we all thinkeal We can only like each other and

Ladies’ Prayer Chain care about each other if we share the same idaeh®@nions. | don't believe that is
Kim Baen 428-7281 what our founding fathers had in mind.

Barb Conkin _ 925°7CHE And | am absolutely certain that isn't what Jesaits from us. He expects us
Gayle Daniel ~ 428-2322 to be united in Him. He never asked us to agreevenything. But He does expect us to
Jan Mundy 473-1505 have common purpose, to be unselfish, considerateble and loving.

—Charlie McGee
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