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Help your children know God
by Rick Warren

I showed what You are like to those You gave Me from the world.
They belonged to You, and You gave them to Me. John 17:6 (NCV)

The world is full of sons and daughters who desiedy need a father who is
a spiritual leader. Is it possible your kids areoamnthem? You can become a spiri-
tual leader to your children by developing the eloteristics that we see in Jesus as
he taught his disciples for three years.

Even if you are not a father, or a mother, you & able to lead others into
the heart of God by following the example of Jesus.

First, Jesus helped the disciples to know God.

Dads, this is your number one responsibility @ather. You need to help
your children get to know God because eternitynighe balance: life or death,
heaven or hell. It is your job to help make surenkids are introduced to God.

Look at what Jesus says: "... they belonged to."Ylda's acknowledging that
the disciples belonged to God. And reminding us W& don't own our kids. They
belong to God. He loaned them to us for a periotinoé in which He wants you to
parent them. Parenting, like all forms of leadgysis really about stewardship. You
learn to say, 'God, | am the steward of these @mnldvhom you put into my care and
I will do what you need me to do to help them aeditheir purpose.”

Notice Jesus then says, "I showed what You wéde tb those You gave
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9:00 AM me." Jesus doesn't say, "I preached. | sermonlzedntificated. | lectured so the
Wednesday Bible Stud disciples would know you.” He says, "I showed." leié by example. This is one of
6:00 the most sobering truths about being a parent.rigbt or wrong, for good or bad,
whether you like it or not your children's idea®éd is going to be largely deter-
mined by the kind of father you are. You may nke lthat. | may not like that, but
Elders it's the truth.
Leo Conkin 925-7688 If you are an impatient and demanding father, 'teegoing to think God is
Clyde Daniel ~ 428-2322 impatient and demanding. If you are distant ancaletd and never have time for
Charlie McGee 861-5811 | your kids, they're going to think God is distantlatetached from them. If you are
Steve Parsons  465-7901 | inconsistent and unreliable, if you break your pises, they're going to think their
heavenly Father is inconsistent and unreliabletaadks His promises.
Deacons What is God really like?
Dave Hipskind 468-4735 —God is caring.

EnicRetES 465-5965 —God is close and aware of the details.

. 1 —God is consistent.
Ladies’ Prayer Chain _God is competent.

Kim Batson 428-7281 . ) . . .

Barb Conkin  925-7688 If my kids are going to grow up knowing God isiongy close, consistent, and
Gayle Daniel ~ 428-2322 competent, then | must be caring, close, consiséent competent. | must care about
Jan Mundy 473-1505 my kids enough to show them what God is like ammixshow they can become like

Christ.




Please remember in prayer...
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