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Characteristics of a Mother

| have been the child of but one mother and treband of but one wife. My
perception of what a good mother is has been shagethree things; my own
mother, my wife, and God’s word. Here are someattaristics of a mother.

They are gentle: They have a kind heart and naturally want wkabeast for their
children. A father also wants what is best. Aéattends to be rougher. Some men
understand that and try hard to be gentler. Irhé&ssalonians 2:7, Paul tells these
Christians that he and others who worked among tivene gentle “like a mother
caring for her little children.”

A mother wants the BEST for_her children: Mothers may, on occasion, overstep
their bounds in their zeal to help. Sometimes (gha¢st is perceived to be some-
thing physical. But certainly, every Christian tmet wants their children to have a
home in heaven. And, if they could, they wouldrgme the inheritance of others for
the benefit of their own children.

Salome, the mother of James and John so wantesohsrto have the best
place in heaven that she became bold enough t@a@pdesus and ask Him point
blank if He would allow them to sit on either sideHim (Matthew 20:20ff). She
didn’t understand that it was inappropriate for teeask that of Jesus. Nor did she
understand that it was not for Jesus to decide wiwald be on His right and left.
She only knew that she wanted this good thing &rikids.

Provides gpiritual nourishment: While it is the father's God given responsibility
look after the spiritual welfare of his family atwllead them to Christ, too often it is
the mothers that must assume that responsibilithank God for fathers who accept
their responsibility and mothers who support timeisbands in this effort. And | am
especially thankful for mothers like mine who assuthe responsibility when the
father shirks it. Timothy’s mother was a woman oéaj faith as was his grand-
mother. Timothy had a strong faith in large patduse of these two women. (1
Timothy 1:5)

Command respect: Godly mothers know their children and are resgectA child
learns to respect their parents when they are youh@m convinced that Jesus
learned to respect and obey His mother during Biimétive years. As He grew
older, His obedience continued and was natural.emMMary wanted Jesus to turn
the water to wine at the wedding feast (John 2itLff)as clear that Jesus really didn’t
want to do that. After Mary asked Jesus to do vdied wanted, she didn’t hang
around to argue with Him or debate the issue.

They discipline their_children: One of the most unpleasant responsibilities amgar
has is to discipline their children. A Godly matimever enjoys this necessary aspect
of childrearing. Even Mary expressed her disappoamt on occasion. | can sense
her frustration as she chastises Jesus for nahgtayth the caravan (Luke 2:48).
They are to be honored: Mothers not only deserve it; God expects it (Epues
6:2). To fail to honor our mothers is to fail Gdd;commit sin. | am sure that it is
true that only another mother can truly understifwedtrials and tribulations of moth-
erhood. But | don’'t have to understand it to ble &b appreciate it.

God bless our mothers!




« Members with Health Issues Leo Conkin, Warren James, Virginia Kowalski, Vaness a Matthews,
Jim Smith, Lee Wallis, Juanita Weatherford

« The Military  Nick Hastings, lan Matthews

e QOur Church The Buildinis & Grounds Committee, our Elders & Dea  cons, our members

Announcements
Ladies’ Fellowship—
Thursday, May 13 at 6:30
At Kim Batson'’s
Menu: Appetizers & Desserts
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We will be co]]ectjng change for the Schultz-Lewis Children's Home
from May 16 until September 12.

Each family will have a collection can available Sunday, May 16. Please be sure to get one.
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