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An “Income Tax” Mentality
By Charlie McGee

Americans tend to resent authority. It's our lag#@. The colonists resented the
British imposed taxation when they had no repregemt. That led to a revolution and the
War of American Independence.

Immediately following the war, George Washingtaid ghe First Congress had a dire
need to raise money to pay the enormous debt edttwor wage that war. What did they do?
The very thing that we hated about the British... inend new United States government
imposed a tax. Initially, the tax was just on sia¢e of alcohol.

That created two responses. One, people intentaking whiskey continued to do
so. But they did it outside the law.

The second response was people moved to places tigetax was not yet imposed.
They moved to a new colony; Kentucky. They coulikenwhiskey legally but avoid the tax.

It seems people are constantly looking for wapsiad the system.

The federal income tax was first enacted in 1862upport the Union's Civil War
effort. It was eliminated in 1872, revived in 183en declared unconstitutional by the
Supreme Court the following year. In 1913, thehl&mendment to the Constitution made
the income tax a permanent fixture in the U.S stgstem.

All kinds of exceptions/deductions have been defithat help us reduce our tax
liability. As a matter of fact, an entire industmas developed whose sole purpose is to
minimize the amount of tax we pay. In other wottigjr purpose is to help us pay the abso-
lute minimum required by law.

For the most part, we don’t mind paying SOME taixesrder to reap the benefit of
having a government. The federal government suppihie highway system across the
nation. That's good. And there are a lot of adhtbings the government can do to benefit its
citizens.

Nonetheless, we don’t want to pay any more thaCRESARY. And we certainly
don’t want to pay more than our neighbor. We tpkée in how little we pay. It almost
becomes a competition; first with the governmemgntwith our friends. How little can we
pay and still be “legal?”

Sometimes it seems that mentality creeps overdtiter things. Some people want
to work and get paid and enjoy all the benefitemployment but they don’t want to do any
more than is absolutely necessary for them to kiseip job. You've probably worked with
some people like that. They do what they haveadadkeep their job; no more, no less.
They don't “get ahead” in their profession and tinder why.

This mentality of doing as little as possible disals its way into the church. We all
want to go to heaven. We want salvation. We dedirthe benefits of being Christians. But
some people don’t want to invest any more tharmsolately necessary in order to be saved.
Somehow they have worked it out in their minds whair isn’'t necessary. That perception
can't be Bible based because nowhere does Jesime déie minimum.” There is no
minimum. There is only the maximum. And the maximis ALL. If Jesus is not THE
priority, then we are not worthy to be His discgple

Luke 14:26-27 (New Century Version)
“If anyone comes to me but loves his father, motheiife, children, brothers, or sisters—or

even life—more than me, he cannot be my follow&vhoever is not willing to carry his
cross and follow me cannot be my follower.”
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Announcements

Today is 5th Sunday Potluck

Ladies” Fellowship-
Tuesday Feb. 9th, 6:30,
at Angie Salmon’s,
Menw: Soups & Salads
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